
Watershed Stewards Academy’s 

Eighth Annual “Spring into Action” Conference 

February 23rd at Northeast High School 
 

 

8:00 am Steward Annual Meeting and Breakfast 

9:15 am Registration for General Public 

9:30 am Conference Opening and Presentation of Ron Bowen Environmental Legacy Award 

10:30 am Session 1 

Track A: Dynamic Engagement- Creating Equity Across the Watershed  

Chante Coleman, Kacey Wetzel, Bre Anna Brooks and Mariah Davis        Media Center 

Track B.1: WSA Pro- The Bare the Boggy and the Boundary: The Three Bad B’s and What to do About Them 

Kara Crissey, Geoff Rinehart and Zoe Clarkwest Alcove A 

Track B.2: WSA Pro- The Humane Gardener: Landscaping in Harmony with Wildlife 

Nancy Lawson Alcove B 

Track C: Our Collective Impact- There’s an App for That: Tech Tools that Make an Impact 

Joe Arrowsmith and Christine Wysocki   Lounge 

11:45 am Session 2 

Track A: Dynamic Engagement- The Proper Care and Feeding of Your Educational Philosophy 

Liana Vitali        Media Center 

Track B.1: WSA Pro- The Bare the Boggy and the Boundary: The Three Bad B’s and What to do About Them 

Kara Crissey, Geoff Rinehart and Zoe Clarkwest Alcove A 

Track B.2: WSA Pro- How to Approach a Slope 

Katie Hart, Grace Schneider and Missy Jones Alcove B 

Track C: Our Collective Impact- Halfway There...Looking to 2025 and Beyond 

Erik Michelsen   Lounge 

12:45 pm Lunch and Awards: Steward and Consortium Members of the Year Awards 

1:45 pm Gallery Walk and Mini Sessions 

3:00 pm Session 3 

Track A: Dynamic Engagement- Harnessing the Power of Art and Storytelling to Engage Your Community 

Michel Anderson and Curtis Bennett        Media Center 

Track B: WSA Pro- The Humane Gardener: Landscaping in Harmony with Wildlife 

Nancy Lawson Alcove B 

Track C: Our Collective Impact- The Permits and People that Restore Ecosystems  

Denise Keehner, Sadie Drescher and Kevin Smith Alcove A 

4:15 pm Closing Remarks 

5:00 pm After Party (Greene Turtle- 20 Magothy Beach Rd, Pasadena, MD 21122) 
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
Dynamic Engagement 

● Creating Equity Across the Watershed, Chante Coleman, Kacey Wetzel, Bre Anna Brooks and Mariah Davis 

Organizations and agencies are at different parts of the journey needed to weave diversity, equity,  inclusion, and 
justice (DEIJ) into the fabric of their day to day work - some are now getting past the case-making for DEIJ and 
some have made explicit commitments to supporting DEIJ in its many different forms. Presenters will showcase 
draft recommendations on how to incorporate DEIJ efforts into grant-making, programmatic and organizational 
development work as informed by a 2018 survey for the Chesapeake Bay community. This interactive session will 
allow participants to workshop the draft recommendations and provide feedback to ensure these 
recommendations spur the change that is needed to advance DEIJ in our watershed. 

● The Proper Care and Feeding of Your Educational Philosophy, Liana Vitali 

Beneath every highly-engaging and influential outdoor learning experience is a compassionate and guiding 

educational philosophy put into practice. It’s not enough to teach the standards but to also lead with a holistic 

approach that engages our learners of all ages in meaningful outdoor (and inner) discovery. In this session, Jug Bay 

Naturalist & Education Coordinator Liana Vitali will share her personal educational philosophy and how she has 

built Jug Bay’s education programs for both youth and adults around it. Participants will leave this session having 

developed an outline of their own educational philosophy along with a framework for building their philosophy 

into their work.  

● Harnessing the Power of Art and Storytelling to Engage Your Community, Michel Anderson and Curtis Bennett 

At the core of effective community engagement practices is being able to offer diverse programming that 

ultimately meets the unique needs and interests of community members and stakeholders, ultimately striving for 

strong relatability and relevance. Using art as a gateway to connect people to environmental stewardship, not only 

provides engaging opportunities for expression and creativity but also inherently creates a space for community 

building! During this session, Michel Anderson, Ecoliteracy & Education Manager at Blue Water Baltimore and 

Curtis Bennett, Director of Conservation Community Engagement at the National Aquarium will share and offer 

discussion around a variety of case studies, in order to inspire and empower you to think about ways to fuse fun 

and engaging art programming into your environmental education offerings.  This session will also include some 

hands on ART! 

 

WSA Pro 

● The Humane Gardener: Landscaping in Harmony with Wildlife, Nancy Lawson 

Take your thinking and your garden to the next level! Of habitat creation, that is. We are only just beginning to 

understand the webs of relationships among organisms and how our actions impact them. Come learn from the 

Humane Gardener as she shares her first-hand experience and provocative insights on how we can participate in 

caring for our gardens and the creatures that love them. 

● The Bare the Boggy and the Boundary: The Three Bad B’s and What to do About Them, Kara Crissey, Geoff Rinehart and Deb 

Schwab 

Bare spots, boggy spots, unkept boundaries, oh my! These Three Bad B’s of the landscape world can hit any site. 

This session brings together long-time landscape design professionals who will share their tried and true 

techniques and tips for turning the Three Bad B’s into Three Big Beauties. Participants will consider appropriate 

plant placement, careful maintenance routines, making the right choices regarding mulching, and many other 

landscape options 

● How to Approach a Slope, Katie Hart, Grace Schneider, and Missy Jones 

Get the skinny on the steep! We know that the ubiquitous steep slopes in Anne Arundel County present challenges 
to landowners who want to stop erosion and manage stormwater. Steep slopes require special attention. 
Sometimes even more so because they often are in the Critical Area. This session covers county regulations and 
looks at two solutions: one highly engineered and one plant focused. 
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Our Collaborative Impact 

● Halfway There...Looking to 2025 and Beyond, Erik Michelsen 

As Anne Arundel County, and jurisdictions throughout the Chesapeake region, pass the midpoint assessment for 

the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), this presentation will look back on the water quality work 

accomplished over the course of the past decade and towards the work yet to be done in the lead up to 2025. 

Anne Arundel County has made unprecedented investments in water quality work, both in the wastewater and 

stormwater sectors, and more work remains to be accomplished. 

● There’s an App for That: Tech Tools that Make an Impact, Joe Arrowsmith and Christine Wysocki 

Identifying pesky weeds, choosing the best native plants, reporting sediment and erosion control issues, and 

figuring out how much mulch or compost you need for your rain garden.  Many new web and mobile apps make 

these tasks simple. Joe Arrowsmith and Christine Wysocki of Straughan Environmental will showcase the most 

useful tech tools to make your restoration work efficient and fun! 

● The Permits and People that Restore Ecosystems, Denise Keehner and Sadie Drescher  

Permitting ecosystem restoration projects has been challenging to say the least!  This session will unpack the 

challenges and opportunities for making  living shoreline and stream restoration projects interact effectively with 

environmental regulations. A diverse panel will discuss adaptive management of ecosystem restoration so that 

improved rivers and streams remain the top priority and end goal.  
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