
How do I care for my Conservation Landscape? 
 
Maintenance of Conservation Landscapes is very similar to the maintenance of typical landscape 
beds.  If a landscape contractor is conducting maintenance activities on the Conservation 
Landscape ensure that the contractor is familiar with the native plant material in the area to 
ensure they know what is desirable and undesirable. 
 
Maintenance 
Task Frequency 

Watering 
Once a week during the first 2 months, and then as needed during first 
growing season (April-October), depending on rainfall. 

Spot Weeding Two times per year (during growing season) 

Mulch  Replace every 2-3 years. Touch up as needed 
Removal of 
decomposing 
pant material Once per year at the end of the growing season 

 
 

How do I care for my Bioretention feature? 
 
Once the plants have become established, regular maintenance of Bioretention practices 
primarily involves weeding and clear out inlets and outlets that may have become clogged after 
large rains. 
 
Once a quarter, remove debris and dirt that has accumulated in the Bioretention practice, 
especially at the inlet points.  Examine the channel bottom, inlets, outlets, and side slopes for 
evidence of erosion and stabilize with grass seed and straw, erosion control matting, and/or 
stone.   
 
Each year, in the fall, re-seed or re-plant as needed to maintain a thick plant cover over the 
whole surface of the practice and supplement mulch to maintain a 3 inch layer.  Once a years, 
also prune trees and shrubs. 

 

Maintenance Task  Frequency 

Weed plants 
 
Un-clog inlets/outlets 

Regularly 

 
Remove debris and dirt 
 
Repair erosion  
 

Quarterly 

Re-plant bare areas 
 
Supplement mulch 
 
Prune trees and shrubs 

Once per year 



How do I care for my Bioswale? 
 
Once the plants have become established, regular maintenance of Bioswales primarily involves 
mowing and/or weeding and repairing any erosion problems or clogging of check dams. 
 
Once a quarter, remove debris and dirt that has accumulated in the Bioswale, especially at the 
stabilize inlet points and behind any check dams.  Examine the channel bottom, side slopes, and 
check dams for evidence of erosion and stabilize with grass seed and straw, erosion control 
matting, and/or stone.   
 
Re-seed or re-plant as needed in the fall to maintain a thick plant cover over the whole 

Bioswale. 
 

Maintenance Task  Frequency 

Mow or weed Regularly 

 
Remove debris and dirt 
 
Repair erosion or check dams 
problems 
 

Quarterly 

Re-plant bare areas Once per year, in fall 
 
*This table is intended as guidance only; the frequency should be adjusted based on conditions and 
weather patterns.  

 
 
 

 
How do I care for my Infiltration practice? 
 
To prevent clogging of the Infiltration practice surface, keep grass clippings and sediment from 
getting into the practice.  Four times a year, remove any dirt and debris that has accumulated in 
the top layer of stone or in the grass around the Infiltration practice. Check for and repair any 
damage to the filter fabric and repair any erosion that may have started. Also, make sure that the 
observation well always has a cap and repair any damage to it that may have occurred. Once a 
year, remove any trees that may have started to grow near the Infiltration practice – to prevent 
leaves from getting into the stone layer.   
 
And Infiltration practice should be inspected regularly throughout the year, especially after large 
storms, to check for build-up of sediment and debris that could clog the system.    Check the 
observation well 3 days after a storm with a flashlight – if there is still standing water in the 
pipe, this indicates that the practice is not draining correctly and may be clogged.   
 
 
 
 
 



Maintenance Task  Frequency 

Check observation well 3 days after large storms 

 
Remove debris and dirt 
 
Repair filter fabric, erosion, well cap 

Quarterly 

Remove nearby trees Once per year  
 
*This table is intended as guidance only; the frequency should be adjusted based on conditions and 
weather patterns.  

 
 
How do I care for my permeable hardscape? 
 
Maintenance is a crucial element to ensure the long-term performance of permeable 
hardscape. The most frequently cited maintenance problem is surface clogging caused 
by organic matter (leaves, grass clippings, etc.) and sediment.  Periodic sweeping will 
remove accumulated sediment and help prevent clogging; however, it is also critical to 
ensure that surrounding land areas remain stabilized. 
 
The following tasks must be avoided on ALL Permeable Hardscapes: 
• sanding  
• re-sealing  
• re-surfacing  
• power washing  
• storage of snow piles containing sand 
• storage of mulch or soil materials 
 
The frequency of maintenance will depend largely on the pavement use (patio vs. 
driveway) and traffic loads (foot vs. vehicle).  Dry-weather sweeping in the spring and 
fall months is important. For peak performance, every few years sweeping should be 
accomplished using a vacuum sweeper that does not use water spray, since spraying 
may lead to subsurface clogging.  
 
 


