
COVID CONNECTIONSCOVID CONNECTIONS  
Nature Escape & Ask A Ranger

I N  O U R  C O U N T Y  P A R K S

Liana Vitali, Naturalist, Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary



140 parks and sanctuaries

9,400 acres of public park, recreation, and open
space land

hundreds of miles of land and water trails

Anne Arundel county has ...



ASK A RANGER

A quarterly web-based series combining campy

humor with environmental education all fueled by

questions from the general public.

NATURE ESCAPE

An eight (8) week in person outdoor learning

experience providing screen-bound children with

outdoor nature play during the Covid-19 pandemic. 



THE CHALLENGE

Create an immersive, entertaining, and educational digital

platform that brings our parks to the people of Anne Arundel

County during Covid-19 isolation and quarantine periods.



THE RESULT

ASK A RANGER WEB-SERIES

A diverse team of rangers and naturalists with little to no film

background but LOTS of willingness to fail while being creative

New collaborations between department teams (parks &

marketing)

Virtual engagement with the public



Ask A Ranger - Episode 3
 Sneak Preview



THE CHALLENGE

Safely offer screen-free, in-person outdoor learning and free play

experiences for local children as a creative, immersive, and energetic

outlet during these unprecedented times



THE RESULT
NATURE ESCAPE
Eight weeks of two hour/week programming occuring simultaneously

at five (5) county regional parks for 6-10 y/o's.

Ten (10) high-quality volunteers recruited and partnered with ten (10)

park rangers to deliver the program.

Eight (8) children to 2-3 rangers/volunteers per park/week.

Weekly webinars to debrief the previous weeks' program, review the

upcoming weeks' themes, and enhance the overall collaborative and

community-based approach of the program.

A scholarship fund established by a county nonprofit Friends of Parks

association ensured children from all financial backgrounds could

attend the program. 

Covid safety protocols strictly enforced.



Program Highlights 



PARENT/CARETAKER TESTIMONIAL

"I'm really grateful for this program as a parent struggling to

enjoy nature myself and not always knowing where and how to

encourage my kids to interact with nature. We hope for some

winter and spring programming and wished this would be

available all over Maryland. We signed up for all eight sessions

from the get go. We regret nothing and would do it over even

if the cost rises. This was truly amazing."



~300 CHILDREN
engaged in Nature Escape throughout the

county

Program Totals and 2021 Goals

NATURE ESCAPE
2021

Three new parks coming onboard with the

ability to serve almost 600 children

0
Covid-19 exposures reported

100%
of participating children surveyed asked their

parents/guardians if they could return each

week



FUTURE
PLANS

Watershed Stewards Academy, National Recreation & Parks Association

SHARING LESSONS LEARNED

Maryland Recreation & Parks Creative Programing Award

AWARD NOMINATIONS

What to do when life goes back to normal?

SOLVING CONTINUITY ISSUES



NATURALIST

CITIZEN SCIENCE & STEWARDSHIP COORDINATOR

JUG BAY WETLANDS SANCTUARY

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY RECREATION & PARKS

RPVITA23@AACOUNTY.ORG

LIANA VITALI



WOODLAND EDGE RESTORATION
St. Andrew by the Bay Catholic Church

Cathy Tengwall & Mary Smith









OUR VISION









March 2020







EARTH DAY PLANS



Did we need to cancel 

our project too?



Outreach



KNOW WHO YOU WANT TO REACH



MEET THEM WHERE THEY ARE





HEADINGS, CTA, MORE INFO, PICTURES

headings

CTA

more
info 



eco.mksmithdesign.com



Preparing for our 

Volunteer Workday:

Recruiting Volunteers



Volunteer to Plant Shrubs on November 14
• There will be 2 time slots, 9:00am-10:30am and 11:00am-

12:30pm.

• Families are welcome and can include volunteers ages 10 or 

older.

• Planting will be done in teams, consisting of 1-5 persons 

from the same household.

• 6 teams will be planting during each shift.

• Each ‘team’ will plant 4-6 shrubs.

• Planting will take place near the upper parking lot. 

• Access to restrooms will not be available during the event.



General COVID-19 Protocols:

We are committed to holding a safe 

event and will follow safety policies 

established by the Watershed Steward 

Academy and the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore. The WSA Board has also 

asked that we stop the event if any of 

these safety policies are not followed.

All participants of this event must agree 

to: 

. . .



COVID-19 & Event 
Participation Waiver
All volunteers need to sign and 

return the attached Event 

Participation Waiver in one of 

the following ways

. . .



Preparing for our 

Volunteer Workday: 

One Day Before



54 SHRUBS!



PLACE SHRUBS 

THE DAY BEFORE









Planting Day!







PLANTING DEMO







ASSIGN EACH TEAM TO AN AREA







Working with 

Boy Scouts













Contact Us

Mary Smith mksmith2337@gmail.com

Cathy Tengwall cathy1542@gmail.com

mailto:mksmith2337@gmail.com
mailto:cathy1542@gmail.com


Robert Williams

Millstone Village Subdivision (MVS)
Severn, Maryland



Community Concerns

• MSV is a diverse community/neighborhood with 
a rich mixture of cultures, such as Latin, Asian, 
African, Indian, European, Caribbean, etc. We 
have young, middle-age and mature families as 
well as singles that live in our community. 

• Our residents care about the image, property 
value, safety, pets, children and the people in the 
community.

• Our residents communicate via Social Media 
(Facebook(FB), Instagram, Tweeter, LinkedIn), 
email, cellphone, HOA website as well as 
personal visits at one’s resident.



Environmental Assessment

The most significant pollution 
sources were: 

Standing Water, 
Mosquitoes in the summer, and 

Soil Erosion issues.

A few Rainscaping techniques 
that best suite our community: 

Planting native plants,
Installing downspouts with rocks, 

and 
Implementing proper drainage of 
Bio-retention (raingarden) area.



Capstone 
Project

We did a Rainscaping project for our 
community.

Rainscaping project was visible and 
replicable, because it identified and 
resolved some of the stormwater 
issues in our community.

Our community residents were 
engaged with this project, because 
they helped resolved the water 
pollution issues in our community.



MSV 
COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH

• I engaged the community via the Homeowners Association 
(HOA).

• We wanted the community residents to be aware of the 
water pollution issues and there were a number 
techniques that were done to resolve the issues.

• We used several communication techniques for outreach 
engagement:

• HOA Community Meeting via Zoom
• Halloween Planting Day Event Video
• HOA Community FB Page & HOA Community Fliers
• Email           
• Google Forms Registration
• Community Newsletter
• Sent letters to homeowners



Halloween 
Planting 

Day Event



What was successful & what lessons we learned?

Successes
• Community volunteers attended and participated in record numbers.
• Flexible planning for the event helped in organizing, facilitating and completing 

most planting activities ahead of schedule. 
• Creative outreach activities, such as interactive FB Interviews with residents 

and Holiday theme videos. 
Lessons Learned
• We got the kids interested with the event and the parents followed especially 

during the annual holiday event, such as Halloween.
• Not every community resident care nor appreciate the importance of 

community activities.
• Appreciate every volunteer by sending a thank you card.



What is safe to do in person and how? 

• Followed county health department requirements and recommendations 
for community during Pandemic, such as Covid – 19, via AAWSA. 

• Requirements involved signing documents for county health standards for 
each community volunteer for the event. 

• Ensure volunteers follow safety guidelines in accordance with county 
health department, such as wearing latex gloves and face masks as well as 
staying six feet apart from non-family members.

• Kept family members together to carry-out volunteer activities during the 
event to mitigate unknown health issues from other volunteers.



How to make virtual content engaging and effective? 

Contact HOA of the community to have a 
community meeting to discuss awareness, issues 

and possible resolutions for water pollutions 
within the community via Zoom use visuals and 

accept input from the community.

Create a short video of the planned event that 
describes the event purpose as well as 

summarizing the issues and resolutions with 
photos from community assessment for the event 

via Zoom.  

Present Video
Engagement Film

After the Event
Zorro



What you have planned next?

Monitoring and maintaining Rainscaping techniques via community 
volunteers to ensure that conservation landscaping is implemented 
year around.

Preparing plans for community inspection to be within county 
codes/standards as a baseline to the Community of Excellence goals.



Broadneck Baptist 
Church 
2020 Virtual 
Music & Arts Camp

Located in Cape St. Claire since 1982, Broadneck is an intimate, inclusive community that honors 
asking questions, serving our neighbors, seeking justice, celebrating diversity and welcoming all 
of God’s children. We seek to be a community of hope and light where all people are embraced 

for their unique gifts and invited to love God and their neighbor in active ways.



Annual Outreach 
Activity

 Children ages 5-12 years 
old; up to 40 children per 
session.

 One summer week, 9:00 
AM-12:00 NOON.

 Music, crafts, Bible 
stories, group play, 
snacks, group 
presentation.

 Original script 
emphasizing theme of 
the week.  Theme for 
2020 was God’s World, 
Our World



2019 Music & Arts Camp Theme:  
HEROES!



Past Music & Arts Camps



2020 Conundrum

 How to continue this important activity.

 Several solutions discussed which evolved into

 4 weeks of activities via projects bags collected each Monday or delivered to 
participants’ homes.

 Letter from Pastor attached to each bag describing contents and activities for the 
week.

 Wednesdays at 10:00 AM Pastor available via ZOOM for a Bible story and 
discussion.

 Password protected online resources for Music & Arts Camp participants and their 
families via the church website.



Grow Your Own Sprouts!!

Supplies included:  dried lentils, jar with lid, 
plastic go-box, small spray bottle
Directions:  
1. Put lentils in jar.
2. Rinse lentils in water, cover with water, and 
soak overnight.  Poke holes in lid or cover loosely 
so air can get in.  OR cover with paper towel or 
light cloth.
3. Drain water and pour lentils into both sides of 
the plastic go-box; let sit somewhere not in direct 
sunlight.
4. 2-3 times a day, lightly spray with water (small 
spray bottle included); don’t let them dry out.
5. Once the lentils sprout (about 3 days!), move 
jar into sunlight to develop the chlorophyll.
6. Place in fridge to stop the growth and EAT.
Sprouts are delicious in salads and on 
sandwiches.  Experiment with other beans/seeds. 
Sprouts are a super food, too!





2020 Virtual Music & Arts Camp



2020 
Virtual 
Music & 
Arts 
Camp



Lessons 
Learned

 Parents were grateful for some type of activity for their kids.  
(Also for delivery of bags, since most forgot to pick up each 
Sunday!)

 Kids were involved in a non-ZOOM activity after the difficult 
spring transition to virtual learning.

 We did not “track” actual involvement of each family; in fact the 
live online activities (Bible story, conversation with Pastor Abby 
and a painting activity) were attended by only a few children.

 Church members pitched in to provide materials, labor packing 
bags, delivery and anything necessary to support families and 
this activity.

 Church members proud of creating a new style of outreach that 
we’ve used subsequently for Advent, back-to-school blessings 
and Lent bags delivered to each church member.

 Parents seemed to appreciate the environmental theme.



Take-Away for 
Watershed 
Stewards

 If kids are ZOOMing a lot, try to come up with 
alternate means of reaching out.

 Involve parents.  Several of our activities 
required assistance from adults (building flower 
box, painting, garden in a bottle, etc.)

 Reuse whenever possible.  We re-purposed 
donated clean, brown shopping bags and go-
boxes used to deliver meals in a senior 
community, for example.  We tried to put our 
message of “God’s World, Our World” into 
practice in materials and activities.

 Those of us who quarterbacked this program 
received tremendous satisfaction from being 
able to carry on a beloved program.  We came 
close to cancelling but couldn’t bear the 
thought of a year without our Music & Arts 
Camp!
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