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POLL

How much experience do you have 
conducting environmental activities with 
adults/children?

Answer 1: A lot of experience

Answer 2: Some experience

Answer 3: Very little experience

Answer 4: None



The Water Network



Chesapeake Conservancy 



How are you connected to water?

menti.com

Code: 8348 0656



We all live in a watershed.



Where does rainwater 
flow on the property 
where you live?

Take 3 minutes to observe and/or think about how rain travels 
along the property you live on.



Chesapeake Bay Foundation



Gray Funnel or 
Green Filter?



Riparian Buffers

 

Marcy Damon CBF Staff



Shopping Mall
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Wetlands
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What will I do next?
How would you apply this 
knowledge as a steward of the 
watershed?

How could you adapt this lesson to 
best fit an outdoor activity?

Maya Alexander, CBF Staff
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What kind of setting do you see 
yourself working in?

Poll
A. Answer 1: Large group (classes; community meetings)
B. Answer 2: Small group (after school programs/families)
C. Answer 3: Table top (events)
D. Answer 4: Other



Planning

Determine the type of setting: community table top event, small 
group, restoration project, one time activity.

What is your goal for the activity?  Is there a beginning, middle and 
end or is it ‘drive by’

Visit your outdoor location in advance, how you will use the space? 
Is it safe? Noise, poison ivy, water, etc.

Give instructions and set expectations before activity: Signals to 
regroup, timing, where they can go etc.

Gather all materials in advance, consider stations:- supplies, 
props, location indicators.

Weather! Can you still do this activity in the rain? Under cover? Is 
there shade? 

 

Environmental/Outdoor Activities



Tips for a Good Experience

Make sure the sun is not shining in the eyes of the participants.

Sunglasses prevent eye contact with participants.

Avoid- walk and talk - Gather participants in a group; don’t talk to them 
while they are stretched out in a line.

Promote an active, hands-on approach.

Be open to unexpected opportunities, such as a butterfly flying about or 
a caterpillar crawling past.

Relax and have fun! Enthusiasm is contagious!

 

Environmental/Outdoor Activities



Resources



Purposes of Environmental Literacy

● To connect people to the 
environment and natural world and 
develop an appreciation for it
(Some lessons are just fun and get 
people outside!)

● To empower people to make and act 
responsibly toward the environment
(Other lessons direct us to take 
action or make better decisions)



WSA Environmental Literacy Resources

● Website- One stop shopping!

● In Person Boxes/Resources to check out (Stewards Only) 

● Some In Person Boxes can be accessed from the Website 

and printed out at home.

● Online Lessons



Watershed Model and Erosion Model 
Stewards may check these out of the Watershed Stewards Academy 

They are great models for demonstrating erosion, a watershed, and point 
and nonpoint pollution.

(It’s a plus if you like to tell stories!)



In Person Boxes
Everything you need to teach:
● Posters
● Read Aloud Books
● Signs for Stations
● Directions
● Sample Lesson Plan
● Dice

(Stewards Only)



Sample Topics for Our
Boxes + Online Resources

● The Water Cycle - pretend you’re a drop of 
water traveling through the water cycle

● How Seeds Travel-the characteristics seeds 
have and their relationship to environment

● Watersheds 101 - make your own mini 
watershed model 

● Bluebirds - Martha Sykora’s 2020 Capstone 
Project at Crofton Library

● Who Polluted the Chesapeake - how did the 
pollution in our creeks and rivers get there?



Our New Hub for Environmental Literacy:
http://aawsa.org/environmental-literacy-resources



Our new hub will make it easy for Stewards and the general 
public to find ideas for hosting fun, impactful educational 
programs and activities that inspire individuals to take action.



Great Resources from 
Across the Web



Linked to that page, 
Just for Fun: 
Resources to 

Promote Nature 
Appreciation

(created last spring 
with social distancing 

in mind)



In the Activities section, we’re dividing our resources into three categories:





From How Seeds 
Travel

Each lesson will have similar 
format.

Everything on one page with 
a clickable Table of 
Contents.



On the “How Seeds Travel” page, you’ll find . . .

- A “Cheat Sheet”
- Materials you’ll need
- Directions
- Sample lesson plan
- Adaptations
- More fun resources!
- Suggestions for taking action
- Links to all the print materials
- A printable PDF of all the information on the 

website!







Lessons often have 
designated ages or grades 
but include adaptations to  
work with a variety of 
groups.

K-2
3-5
Middle School
High School
Adults

Lessons are written 
with a particular 
setting in mind, but 
again can be 
adapted.

Large or small group
Table at community event
Classroom
Indoors/Outdoors



From the online 
hub.

This is from the 
Water Cycle Game.  
You would just 
need to provide 
your own dice.



Another Adaptation: Virtual Lessons!

● Can be presented at a virtual 
program

● Google Slideshow includes
○ Notes for the Instructor
○ YouTube Videos for 

read-aloud books
○ a Nearpod Interactive Game

● You can use it as-is, or 
customize it and make it your 
own!



Different types of 
plants have different 
types of seeds.



Keep coming back to the “Hub” page as 
material is constantly being added and 
updated.
.

● Websites will have all the information
○ Lesson plan
○ Materials to print
○ Other materials not hard to find
○ Questions for engagement
○ Form for feedback



Q
uestions
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