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Faith Teachings on Sacred 

Waters 
 

• Christian - connect water with baptism and stewardship; broaden 
“love thy neighbor” to natural world 

• Jewish -  Tikkun O’lam, repair and restoration of the whole world.  
Mikvah – a ritual bath of purification 

• Muslim - unique role and responsibility of the human to be guardians 
of God’s Creation.  Ablution – ritual washing in preparation for prayer 

• Buddhist – interconnectedness of all life, compassion for the 
suffering of the natural and human world, the earth and waters 

• Sikh -  Air is the Teacher, Water is the Father and Earth is the Great 
Divine Mother of All and we must respect and protect her      
-Guru Nanak 



Water As GOD’s First 
Relationship 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  Qur'an 21:30  We have made from water every living thing.     Water is the primary element essential for all life.



Qur'an 21:30  We have made 
from water every living thing.   
 
 

WATER in the Qur’an 

Qur'an 16:65  And God sends 
down water from the skies, 
giving life thereby to the earth 
after it had been lifeless: in this, 
behold, there is a message 
indeed for people who listen. 
 

Qur'an 2:22  We sent down 
rain from the heavens, and 
brought forth therewith fruits 
for your sustenance 

Will there be clean water for our 
children's future? 



The purpose of human creation is to worship Allah in human-
divine relationship.  
 
Earth and everything in it belongs not to humans but to God.  
So how humans treat the Earth is a responsibility to God.  
 
“Tawheed”, or observing the Oneness of God serves as the 
root of trusteeship and responsibility for the earth. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Islamic teachings on  

God-human-earth relationship 



Water is Sacred 
Water Connects us to each other 

How we treat water is a reflection of our love 
and respect for God and others 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How we treat water is a reflection of our relationship with God.  �Ebadah - Seeking to please God and taking care of Mother Earth is pleasing to God.  Our care for water praises God, the source of all water. Respect for water shows love for our brothers and sisters and all of Creation.Watershed twist on the Golden Rule:  Do unto others downstream as you would have those upstream do unto you.  - Wendell BerryRelate caring for nature to caring for people:   environmental justice and social justice are interconnectedWe are interconnected through water – “do unto those downstream as you’d have those upstream do unto you”Environmental degradation impacts the poor the mostFaith communities are the stop gap for major social justice issues such as poverty, homelessness, joblessness – how do we compete with that?We don’t have to compete – in fact, caring the Earth is caring for each otherBay health = job security for oystermenClean Anacostia = source of reliable food for the poorest of the poorReduction in flooding = less disruption and financial loss for vulnerable  populations	          Connect the dots for themConcept of Watershed Communities – help them see who else is in their community   WATER UNITES US ALL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of why this is an environmental justice issue: Some people can cool off in a local pool, or swimming club,While others can’t afford to do that – they go to the local creek, stream or river…   which is likely to be unsafe with pollution.Some people can shop the periphery of the grocery store to buy their sea food,While others fish out of the local waterways…  For example, a study revealed that over 17,000 people fished out of the Anacostia River in one year.  The Anacostia is one of the top 10 most polluted rivers in the US.   Some people can work in climate controlled environment, with heat or air conditioning, taking up a huge carbon footprint with energy consumption. While others, like the Watermen, must work on the waters of the Bay, that look like this is some places.So all of this shows that Caring for Sacred Waters is a social justice issue.



God Calls Us to Care for 
Creation and One Another 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So caring for water is an act of both environmental and social justice.  Water will soon become and in many places around the world a crisis of primary importance.



Water Is a Human Right 
•What people do and who they become is shaped by where 
and how they have access to fresh, clean water.” (Just 
Water, Christina Peppard, 2014) 
•UN Estimate: By 2025, 180M people will be living in 
regions with absolute water scarcity; 2/3 of the world will be 
under stress conditions 
•Water quality degradation and water scarcity will affect the 
poor foremost 

Not everyone can afford to 
buy their water –   who will be 
banished to the dessert? 
 



Need to Protect  
What Little We Have 

• Less than 2.5% of water on Earth is fresh water 
• Only 1% is available for human use 
• Of that, 30% is groundwater; only 0.3% is surface 

water 
• Drinking water for Prince George’s County water 

comes local rivers: Potomac and Patuxent Rivers* 

*Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perhaps you’ve heard the saying: "Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink" �- Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner, by Coleridge.



Water 
Justice 

Effects Us 
ALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We all live 
downstream! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every day, we hear a new horror story from Flint: Lead poisoning. Brain damage in kids. Legionnaire’s disease. Permanently damaged pipes that will cost millions to replace. Water shutoffs for families who refuse to pay for poisoned water, but still rely on it for basic sanitation. Officials who knew about the problem months before it came to light, and lied about it.Where’s The Next Flint Water Crisis? Anywhere.�Detroit:  Another water justice issue –  City under Emergency Management issued a rule that people who don’t pay their water bills have their water cut off.  People whose water is cut off have their children taken away (an “unhealthy environment”).   Baltimore:  



IPC’s motto: 
Forming Faithful 

Stewards,  
Caring for 

Sacred Waters 

“We’re way 
upstream – we 
go for the soul!” 

- Board Chair  
Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin 



God Makes the Rain 
…But we make the runoff 

 

Rain falls here and 
combines with 

pollutants 

Heads to the drains 
and brings with it all 

pollutants in its path – 
it is now  

polluted runoff Polluted runoff empties 
into our streams and 

rivers which lead to the 
Bay 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greatest source of water pollution in our watershed from urban and suburban sources is runoff!   What can we do about it?



Imagine the Potential… 
• Places of Worship in Anne Arundel County, MD : 350 
• Places of Worship in State of Maryland - 5,000+ 
• Places of Worship in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed - 

16,000+ 

 
Let’s start the  
Ripple Effect! 

 

*data from The Association of 
Religion Data Archives 



Our faith calls us to be 
healers of the earth 

We are called to assist the earth, to heal her 
wounds and in the process heal our own~ 
indeed, to embrace the whole Creation in all 
its diversity, beauty and wonder. 
 
When we plant trees, we plant seeds of 
peace and hope. 
 
~Dr. Wangari Maathai,   
2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
founder, Green Belt reforestation movement, 
over 51 million trees 
planted in Kenya 
 
Inspired Plant for the Planet: 
To plant a billion trees every 
year worldwide 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wangari Maathai responded to the terrible deforestation in her country by teaching women how to plant trees.   Restored clean water,  prevented soil erosion, and helped land to become fruitful again. Over 30,000 women trained in forestry, food processing, bee-keeping, and other trades that help them earn income while preserving their lands and resources. Communities in Kenya (both men and women) have been motivated and organised to both prevent further environmental destruction and restore that which has been damaged.She was, and we too can be, planting seeds of hope, trees for the healing of the nations and our neighbors.   Rev. 2:22



www.interfaithchesapeake.org 
Click “Join”  

in upper right-hand corner to sign up for email list 

 
Kolya Braun-Greiner, Religious Educator 

301-909-8943 
 
 

http://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/�
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