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Definitions:
NATIVE PLANT:
A plant that was here before people brought plants from other parts of the world.

A plant that occurred naturally to a region. It evolved with the local climate
(temperature, rain, humidity, wind) and fauna and is adapted to local soil.

A plant that needs less water, no fertilizer and is more resistant to disease and
insects.

NON-NATIVE PLANT: Introduced intentionally or accidentally by humans.

INVASIVE PLANT: Non-native species likely to cause ecological or economic harm
to humans.

AGGRESSIVE: Native plant that has heightened adaptive strategies and can quickly
populate an area or outcompete nearby plants

CULTIVARS: Cultivated varieties of plants *can be native or non-native
NATIVARS: Cultivated varieties of native plants

Cultivars do not deliver the same ecological benefits as the straight species and
are not considered native plants in conservation landscapes.

Avoid Cultivars That:

Change the color of a plants leaves (usually from green to red or purple); limited
benefit to insects, especially caterpillars (they contribute the most energy to the
food web)

Double flower - these plants are sterile and no longer provide access to pollen or
nectar.

Why Are Native Plants Important?
Wildlife needs native plants for food and shelter and to raise their babies (habitat).

Native plants contribute to the biodiversity of the landscape — they support many
forms of life.
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Osprey bringing fish to nest. Credit: Randy Loftus/lUSFWS
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Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping Videos

Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping: Chesapeake Bay Watershed &ﬁﬂpﬂlh Bay Native Plant

iter
This 83 page guide (below) contains color photos of over 400 plant species native to the Chesapeake Bay Watersheg . . . he
the Bay: Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat

and Conservation Landscaping

Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic
Natural Areas

Download onto your
mobile device

Download a PDF version of the guide here.

" U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

- Native Plants for
wé Wildlife Habitat and
Conservation Landscaping

Chesapeake Bay Watershed

‘m(me TH|§ GUIDE WITH
~YOU"WHEN:YOU SHOP &
"LOOK-FOR THE
BOTANICAL NAME WHEN
SELECTING PLANTS
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Maryland Native Plant Society

APPRECIATION CONSERVATION EDUCATION

HOME  MEMBERSHIP , EVENTS . PUBLICATINT LISTS & IDENTIFICATION ., MOREINFO , NEWS&ALERTS, =

NATIVE PLANT SOURCES g

NATIVE PLANT SALES s

NATIVE PLANT SALES SHOPPER'S PROTEST CARDS

Posting Policy: Send notices of upcoming Native Plant Sales to fieldtrips @ mdflora.org,
and include a link to the part of your site with more information on the sale.

Shopping for Native Plants
How to Shop for Native Plants (POF, ~84 KB).

Our list of Native Plant Sources, lists nurseries and other plant vendors that have indicated
that they sell plants native to our region.

We have a Shopper’s Protest Card you can download and take with you when you go plant
shopping. You can give these to the nursery growers to help to enourage them to grow the
native plants you want, or to inform them that certain plants are invasive.

Virginia Native Plant Society
2 Y , Conserving Wild Flowers and Wild Places

Virginia Native Plant Society

About Membership Chapters Natives i Blog Resources Q

Calendar

Native Plant Sales Annual Workshop 2021 fOoo @

Native Plant Sales
Date and Time lEvent Description and Location .
Saturday, May 8, Prince William Wildflower Society Annual Plant Sale Subscribe to our BIOg
2021 Bethel Lutheran Church, Manassas VA
12:00 pm Prince William Wildflower Society Emall Address
Saturday, May 15, Blue Ridge Wildflower Society Annual Plant Sale
2021 Roanoke Council of Garden Clubs, Roanoke VA _
9:00 am - 12:00 pm | Blue Ridge Wildflower Society




