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Steward Name:  Joe Watershed 

Term of Service:  2017-2019
A certified Master Watershed Steward provides valuable leadership and resources to communities for watershed restoration.  In order to minimize the risks inherent in the watershed restoration activities, WSA has created the risk management policy below. This policy includes both an articulation of the role and limitations of the Master Watershed Steward and two waiver forms to be used by Stewards with their communities.  Although the risk of injury or damage to property is very low, this policy will help to ensure that all parties are aware of risks. 

The Role of the Master Watershed Steward

       The role of a Master Watershed Steward is to connect communities to resources for:  
1. Assessment/identification of pollution sources and restoration opportunities 

2. Education of pollution sources and reduction opportunities.   

3. Engage community in pollution reducing action
a. Small rainscaping projects 
b. Reducing pollution sources through behavior changes  

4.   Connect communities with environmental restoration resources and professionals.  
Unless otherwise trained, the Master Watershed Steward should not engage in the following:  

1. Design or construction management of rain gardens with any of the following characteristics: 

a. A drainage area of greater than 600 sq feet

b. Greater than 10% slope

c. Type C soils or a failed perc test 

d. Proximity to utilities or in the road right of way

2. Concentrating or redirecting the flow of water onto another property or toward any buildings.  

3. Receive payment for any services rendered.  
*** Stewards should refer to a qualified professional for projects with any of the conditions above, or for any project that is beyond the scope of Rain Gardens Across Maryland.    
In order to reduce risk, Stewards should receive and keep record of the following: 

1.  Approved Anne Arundel County Standard Grading Plan for any rain garden.    

2. Release of Liability Form (signed by the property owner where a project or event is taking place). 

3. Hold Harmless and Photo Release Form for Volunteers (signed by any volunteers on the project).  
Although the basics of design and installation of rainscaping projects are covered in the Master Steward Certification Course, Stewards should not engage in these activities unless they are confident in their ability to do so without causing harm to property or persons.  Simple rain garden projects should be designed and built according to Rain Gardens Across Maryland.  Stewards may be trained for additional activities and services.  Those services should be articulated on a separate program form and will be accompanied by a specification manual.  
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